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REMARKS 

Claims 1-8 have been canceled. New claims 9-26 have been added. Applicant 
respectfully submits that no new matter has been added. Applicant respectfully requests 
reconsideration of the application in view of the foregoing amendments and the following 
remarks. 

Claims 1-3 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,819,765 to Mittiga ("Mittiga") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,596,298 Leung et al. 
("Leung"). Claims 4-5 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mittiga in view of Leung and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 2,016,951 to Welker 
("Welker"). Claims 7-8 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mittiga in view of Leung and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 1,894,413 to Henning 
("Henning"). Claims 1-8 have been canceled, thus rendering the rejection of claims 1-8 moot. 

Independent claim 9 relates to a tooth-cleaning apparatus. Applicant respectfully submits 
that the cited references fail to teach, suggest, or render obvious at least one of the distinguishing 
features of independent claim 9, namely, a cylindrical portion including a wall having a first 
semi-cylindrical portion and a second semi-cylindrical portion, wherein an outer side of the wall 
on the first semi-cylindrical portion includes toothpaste removably adhered to the outer side and 
wherein an outer side of the wall on the second semi-cylindrical portion includes a plurality of 
bristles. 

Mittiga discloses an appliance including a natural and synthetic rubber glove for one 
finger of a hand whose surface has one or more specially prepared operational areas 
longitudinally to a tip and particularly including a finger tip. The finger glove carries a plurality 
of closed cells which contain an active fluid for the teeth. When the glove is rubbed against the 
teeth, the cells break open and spread the fluid all over the teeth or on the gums as well. 

Leung discloses physiologically acceptable films, including edible films. The films 
include a water soluble film-forming polymer such as puUulan. The edible films are effective at 
killing plaque-producing germs that cause dental plaque, gingivitis, and bad breath. Methods for 
producing the films are also disclosed. 

Welker discloses a dental cleaning and massaging apparatus. The apparatus includes a 
flexible member of a finger cot type having a rubbing strip for cleansing teeth, stimulating gums, 
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and carrying a charge of tooth paste which is made available incident to the employment of the 
apparatus in its rubbing or massaging capacity. 

Helming relates to tooth brushes that may be kept for instant use at home and thrown 
away after use. A body portion of a cot may be provided with overlapping so that when secured 
in place forms a complete covering for the finger. Bristles are suitable secured to one end of a 
piece of woven material. The bristles includes suitable paste or powder therein that, when 
submerged for a fraction of a minute in water, is ready for instant use. 

In contrast to claim 9, there is no teaching or suggestion by the cited references of a 
cylindrical portion including a wall having a first semi-cylindrical portion and a second semi- 
cylindrical portion wherein an outer side of the wall on the first semi-cylmdrical portion includes 
toothpaste removably adhered to the outer side and wherein an outer side of the wall on the 
second semi-cylindrical portion includes a plurality of bristles. 

Mittiga discloses a finger glove that carries a plurality of closed cells which contain an 
active fluid for the teeth. When the glove is rubbed against the teeth, the cells break open and 
spread the fluid all over the teeth or on the gums as well. Mittiga fails to disclose the bristles as 
claimed. According to Welker and Henning, the toothpaste is contained within the bristles. 
However, according to claim 9, an outer side of a wall on a first semi-cylindrical portion 
includes toothpaste removably adhered to the outer side and wherein an outer side of the wall on 
a second semi-cylindrical portion includes a plurality of bristles. The toothpaste is not contained 
within the bristles and is present on a separate surface. Applicant respectfully submits that 
independent claim 9 distinguishes over the cited combination of Mittiga, Leung, Welker, and 
Henning and are in condition for allowance. Withdrawal of the rejection of independent claim 9 
is respectfully requested. 

Dependent claims 10-14 depend firom and further restrict independent claim 9 in a 
patentable sense. Applicant respectfully submits that, for at least the reasons set forth above 
with respect to the rejection of independent claim 9, dependent claims 10-14 distinguish over the 
cited references and are in condition for allowance. Withdrawal of the rejection of dependent 
claims 1 0- 1 4 is respectfully requested. 

Independent claim 15 relates to a tooth-cleaning apparatus. Applicant respectfully 
submits that the cited references fail to teach, suggest, or render obvious at least one of the 
distinguishing features of independent claim 15, namely, a cylindrical portion including a wall 
having a first semi-cylindrical portion and a second semi-cylindrical portion wherein an outer 
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side of the wall on the first semi-cylindrical portion includes toothpaste removably adhered to 
the outer side and wherein an outer side of the wall on the second semi-cylindrical portion 
includes a plurality of bristles. In addition, the cited references fails to disclose wherein the first 
semi-cylindrical portion and the second semi-cylindrical portion are oriented on opposite sides 
of the cylindrical portion. 

Mittiga fails to disclose the bristles as claimed. According to Welker and Henning, the 
toothpaste is contained within the bristles. However, according to claims 15, an outer side of a 
wall on a first semi-cylindrical portion includes toothpaste removably adhered to the outer side 
and wherein an outer side of the wall on a second semi-cylindrical portion includes a plurality of 
bristles. According to Welker and Henning, the toothpaste is contained within the bristles. 
However, according to claim IS, the toothpaste is not contained within the bristles and is present 
on a surface opposite to the surface including the bristles. Applicant respectfully submits that 
independent claim 15 distinguishes over the cited combination of Mittiga, Leung, Welker, and 
Henning and are in condition for allowance. Withdrawal of the rejection of independent claim 
15 is respectfully requested. 

Dependent claims 16-19 depend from and further restrict independent claim 15 in a 
patentable sense. Applicant respectfiiUy submits that, for at least the reasons set forth above 
with respect to the rejection of independent claim 15, dependent claims 16-19 distinguish over 
the cited references and are in condition for allowance. Withdrawal of the rejection of 
dependent claims 16-19 is respectfully requested. 

Independent claim 20 relates to a dental hygiene accessory. Applicant respectfully 
submits that the cited references fail to teach, suggest, or render obvious at least one of the 
distinguishing features of independent claim 20, namely, a cylindrical portion including a wall 
having a first semi-cylindrical portion and a second semi-cylindrical portion wherein an outer 
side of the wall on the first semi-cylindrical portion includes toothpaste removably adhered to 
the outer side and wherein an outer side of the wall on the second semi-cylindrical portion 
includes a plurality of bristles. Mittiga fails to disclose the bristles as claimed. According to 
Welker and Henning, the toothpaste is contained within the bristles. HoVever, according to 
claim 20, the toothpaste is not contained within the bristles and is present on a surface opposite 
to the surface including the bristles. Applicant respectfully submits that independent claim 20 
distinguishes over the cited combination of Mittiga, Leung, Welker, and Henning and are in 
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condition for allowance. Withdrawal of the rejection of independent claim 20 is respectfully 



Dependent claims 21-26 depend from and further restrict independent claim 20 in a 
patentable sense. Applicant respectfully submits that, for at least the reasons set forth above 
with respect to the rejection of independent claim 20, dependent claims 21-26 distinguish over 
the cited references and are in condition for allowance. Withdrawal of the rejection of 
dependent claims 21-26 is respectfully requested. 

In view of the above amendment, applicant believes the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 



requested. 
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